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animated debates in the Chambers of the small States
as a storm in a teacup ; and in the 'forties those words
roused a general indignation. Now they express the
general opinion/' x

Under such conditions, he continues, the sense of citizen-
ship is atrophied ; the worst enemies of state-authority are
invincible. The system of small States has left the Ultra-
montanes supreme in the South, the Junkers supreme in the
North. Even the Hanseatic cities, which boast of their
republican freedom, and which as municipalities within a
German State would be the glory of the nation, show in
their policy a deplorable pettiness. Against a system which
breeds these evils the growing intelligence of the nation
will certainly rebel, and that within a short time.

" The stark immobility of our public law becomes much
more dangerous every year, since political ideas are now
transformed with such unprecedented rapidity. Any one
who looks upon the State not as a mechanical organisation,
but as the living embodiment of the spirit of the nation,
discerns the inevitable approach of a complete transforma-
tion of the existing order. Democratic notions are being
propagated in an ever-widening circle. Only mark the tone
adopted in the most popular of the middle-class newspapers,
when speaking of crowned heads ! The belief in the justice
of universal suffrage is already cherished by hundreds of
thousands. In addition, the immense development in means
of locomotion brings German closer to German every day ;
and even the most stay-at-home citizen now makes light of
the frontiers which are so quickly crossed. And into the
very midst of this age of fermentation there streams the
intoxicating theory of the right of nationality. Can any one
deny that we Germans had no need of this new-fashioned
theory ? Our inalienable right to a national State is rooted
in something deeper than abstractions or vague notions of

1 Hist, und pol. Aufsdtze, ii. pp. 104-6.